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Press Release

The Polynesian Triangle
(25.09.2008) - The so-called ‘Polynesian triangle’ encloses the area of Pacific Ocean in which the Polynesian islands are situated. The North corner lies over the Hawaiian islands, the Eastern corner is at Easter Island and in the West its limit is New Zealand. With sides of the triangle of approx. 7000km (3900NM) it covers a very large section of the Pacific Ocean. The enormous size of this area has raised the question: How did the Polynesians (2000 to 800 years ago) manage to sail these seemingly infinite distances between the far distant island groups? Factually no other single Stone Age Culture, before or after, has ever achieved such a wide expansion over such a large area of ocean.
There is now however broad agreement in all the sciences that this expansion originated in SE Asia; the questions as to how and why are still hotly debated, questions that the Lapita Voyage will help to answer.

Tikopia and Anuta, the end destinations of our voyage, lie outside the Polynesian triangle. They do however belong to the culture of the Polynesians, in language and customs, and are classed as ‘Polynesian outliers’, islands to which people from the Polynesian islands to the East moved back to at some time in history. 
The Lapita Voyage expedition does not actually enter the Polynesian Triangle, but does follow the assumed original migration route of the ancestors of the Polynesians, which started in Taiwan/Philippines and is thought to have followed the islands east into Melanesia. The main interest of the Lapita Voyage is to sail this original migration route, along which the Lapita culture developed, to gain new insights into these people’s approach to sailing and migrating and at the same time study the sailing abilities of the Pacific/Polynesian canoe craft and the navigation skills needed to make these migrations.
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