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Press Release

Cyclone Zoe and its aftermath
(25.09.2008) - In late 2002, the Solomon Islands, which include Tikopia and Anuta were devastated by a tropical cyclone. The centre of the cyclone passed directly over Tikopia and Anuta, where it destroyed many of the houses and gardens as well as almost the entire vegetation. With wind speeds of over 300 km/h (165 knots), Zoé was a category 5 storm and the strongest ever recorded tropical cyclone.
Initial estimates by experts feared many casualties, the situation looked desperate. Thanks to their experience with hurricanes, the residents of the small islands of Tikopia and Anuta were able to hide out in caverns, which gave them protection from the acute dangers of the tidal waves that came along with the storm and they came out largely unscathed: there were no deaths and few serious injuries.
Even so, on Tikopia in particular, the people were dependent on outside help for food and drinking water. Even years after the disaster, many of the inhabitants still live under temporary plastic sheeting, because they lack the materials to rebuild their houses.
The leader of the Lapita Voyage expedition, Klaus Hympendahl, has had a close connection with the people of Tikopia for many years. During an around the world voyage in the late 1980s, he first landed on the island and stayed there for several weeks. In 1997, he lived for several months on Tikopia. Since then, he maintains contact, regularly sending medicines and equipment.

When he heard of the severe storm damage, he set up a charity, to help his friends and to raise money to build a hurricane proof medical station. A nurse that lives permanently on the island oversees the station and treats minor injuries and infected wounds, and helps with births. There are also two rooms with beds for the sick.
To honour Hympendahl, without whose help the medical station in this form would not exist, it has been given - in Polynesian tradition - the name "Klausi Clinic."
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